
This year sees the Golden Anniversary
of this beautiful man-made water.
Opened by Her Majesty The Queen in

1956, it soon established itself as one of 
the best stocked trout fisheries in Europe,
a reputation that it retains to this day.
To celebrate its 50 years we have many
events planned, some of which we hope you
will be able to participate in and enjoy.

Chew Valley is famous around the world
for its scenic beauty and top quality sport.
The size and condition of the trout caught
here is second to none and anglers find 
success using a wide variety of fishing methods
and fly patterns. It is a relatively shallow
water with an average depth of only 14ft at
top level and a maximum depth of just 37ft.
The area it covers was once rich farmland,
and is now fertile ground for the aquatic life
so necessary for quality trout fishing. The
deepest part of the lake is by the Dam and
the outlet tower, where the steeply sloping
shores of Walley Bank and the North Shore

put depths of up to 20ft within the reach of
bank anglers.

Southwards the water gets progressively
shallower until at Herriots End, where the
infant River Chew enters the Lake, there are
only a couple of feet of water covering the
tree stumps and river bed. Between these
extremes are a variety of contours including
the large offshore shallow areas of the False
Island and the Roman Shallows where dense
weed beds appear in the warmer months,
producing huge quantities of aquatic and
insect life, the never-ending larder of the
Chew Valley trout.
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6 THE BUZZER 2006

TEA SHOP
INFORMATION CENTRE
PICNIC AREA No.1
LAVATORIES

PICNIC AREA No.2
LAVATORIES

ENTRANCE GATES

BIRD HIDES

ROADS

FOOTPATHS

CAR PARK

SHELTER

LAVATORY

BANK FISHING
PROHIBITED

P

S

L

H

CHEW VALLEY LAK E

HOLLOW
BROOK

NORTH
SHORE DENNY

ISLAND

EAST
SHORE

TO BISHOP SUTTON

DENNY R
OAD

TO CHEW MAGNA

TO
BISHOP
SUTTON

SPRING
BAY

WICK GREEN
POINT

NATURE
RESERVE

ROMAN
SHALLOWS

A368

H
ER

R
IO

TS

B
R

ID
G

E

STRATFORD
BAY

HERONS GREEN BANK

WOODFORD
BANK

NUNNERY POINT

BUOYS

MORETON
BANK

MORETON
POINT

HERONS
GREEN

BAY

VILLICE
BAY

RINGING
STATION

BLUE
BOWL

INN

TO WEST HARPTREE

TO
W

EST HARPTREE

TO UBLEY

WOODFORD
LODGE

(PERMITS)

W
A

L
L

E
Y

 C
O

U
R

T
 R

O
A

D

TO BRISTOL

HARPTREE ROAD

1000 0 YARDS

B3114

SL

SL

SL

SL

NO
ANCHORING
AREA

D
A

M

WICK GREEN
COPSE

WALLEY BANK

One of the best stocked fisheries in Europe famous for the ‘top of the water’ sport
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Contact
Tel 01275 332339
Fax 01275 331377
email bob.handford@bristolwater.co.uk

Season March 16 to November 30

Total catch last season   26,746

Rod Returns   9,413

Average per rod   2.8

Average weight   2lb 2oz

Best fish   Brown 10lb 12oz
Rainbow 11lb 0oz

Fish Stocked   50,478


