
Rod Licences
It is a legal requirement that all anglers over 12 years old fishing our waters are in possession of a National Rod Licence issued by the Environment
Agency. These are obtainable from the Lodges or any Post Office. Failure to produce a rod licence upon request could lead to prosecution. The price of
licences for 2007-2008 will be:-

TROUT & COARSE Annual SALMON & SEA TROUT Annual

Full £24.50 Full £65.50

Concessionary £12.25 Concessionary/Junior £33.25

Junior £5.00

8 Day £8.75 8 Day £21.00

Daily £3.25 Daily £7.00

1) PERMITS
No person is permitted to fish without first having obtained a permit and paid the 
appropriate fee. Permits are not transferable and must be produced upon request to any
authorised servant of Bristol Water plc.

2) TROUT FISHING METHODS
Only fly-fishing is permitted using traditional fly-fishing equipment. Only one rod may be
in use at any time. Rods must not be left unattended while fishing. The possession and/or
use of bait of any kind, spinning, trolling and trailing are prohibited.

3) BAG LIMITS
For all full day and season permit holders eight sizeable trout in any one days fishing. For
afternoon boat permits six trout per day, and for evening boat and bank permits four
trout per day. For all Winter trout permits the limit is six rainbow trout only. At Litton the
limit is five fish per person. Fishing must stop as soon as the limit bag is completed.
Unfilled quota may not be transferred to anyone else. Fish may be returned before the
limit has been completed, provided flies without barbs are used.

4) FISHING TIMES
Fishing is from one hour before sunrise until one hour after sunset unless otherwise stated.
Boats must be back at the landing stage within 15 minutes of the end of fishing.

5) LICENCES
All fishermen must be in possession of a valid National Rod Licence before fishing.

6) BANK FISHING BEHAVIOUR
Anglers may not be at the lake side until one hour before sunrise. They may tackle up
earlier, but should not leave the car parks. Staking of places on the bank is not allowed.
Unattended nets may be confiscated. Anglers must not wade any deeper than the tops
of their thighs (i.e. normal thigh wader depth). Do not cast if there is a danger of hitting
people behind you. Be especially prudent on or near public areas and footpaths.

Prohibited areas: Chew: the Dam, the Nature Reserve, the causeways at Herons Green
and Herriots, the Sailing Club, in front of the Picnic Areas.

Blagdon: the Dam and Bywash, the stream mouths at Butcombe and Ubley, and in front
of the Top End bird hide.

7) BOAT FISHING BEHAVIOUR
All boat users must wear a life jacket or buoyancy jacket. The Company will lend buoy-
ancy jackets to those who do not bring their own, on application to Woodford and
Blagdon Lodges.

Boats must not anchor within the areas marked by yellow buoys (which surround the
Aerators near the Dams at Chew and at Blagdon) No fishing or motoring within the line of
white buoys that mark off the bay in front of Stratford bird hide. No landing on the islands
at Denny or Stratford.

Boats must stay at least 50 metres out from the bank when bank anglers are present.
Do not cross in front of or anchor near other boats that are drifting.

8) FISHING RETURNS
Season permit holders should fill in their returns weekly. All other fishermen must submit
returns after each visit. Nil returns are required, and we ask you to record all trout caught
and returned alive.

9) PARKING
Permit holders must use the Company’s car parks; may not drive over hay meadows or
leave vehicles on grass banks or verges. Free car parking stickers for the Picnic Areas are
obtainable at Woodford Lodge upon purchase of a fishing permit.

Where required to do so by notice, permit holders entering or leaving the reservoir enclosures
must close the gates (i.e. at Nunnery, Moreton Cottage and Wick Green on Chew; at
Rugmoor and Butcombe on Blagdon)

10) BYELAWS
Bristol Water byelaws prohibit shooting, disturbance of wildlife, discarding of fishing line
and litter, introduction of fish, entry of dogs, lighting of fires, bathing and camping on
Company property.

11) PIKE FISHING REGULATIONS
These regulations apply to Pike fishing other than by fly-fishing on Chew Valley Lake only.

a) Two rods may be used. If both are placed in rests they must be no more than 1 metre
apart. If one is being held (while spinning or playing a fish for example) the angler must
remain within 1 metre of their other rod.

b) Minimum breaking strain of reel line 15lbs. Wire traces to be used at all times:
minimum length 12", minimum breaking strain 28lbs.

c) The only methods allowed are artificial lure fishing with lures of minimum length 4"
excluding hooks, and dead-bait fishing with sea fish. NO FRESHWATER FISH, ALIVE OR
DEAD, INCLUDING LAMPREY AND EEL may be brought to the water.

d) Only one prong of any double or treble hook being used for dead bait fishing shall
have a barb, for the purpose of bait retention. All other hooks must be barbless.

e) Anglers must carry adequate means to unhook fish without harming them, i.e. long
nosed forceps, unhooking mat, thick gloves etc.

f) Trout caught accidentally must be returned to the water unharmed. Trout unavoidably
killed must be handed to a Bristol Water employee for disposal. They must not be
retained by the angler.

g) Rules 1,5,6,7,8,9,10 & 12 also apply to all pike anglers.

12) RIGHT TO EXCLUDE
The Company reserves the right to exclude fishermen at any time from the whole or
any part of its property. In particular note that there are important no fishing zones in
force during the winter trout and pike fishing periods: details are available at the
Lodges.

BREACH OF ANY OF THE ABOVE REGULATIONS COULD RESULT IN A BAN FROM
FISHING AND/OR PROSECUTION.
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